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According to the 1860 census, Charleston was ranked the 22nd largest city in the United States. Sitting on the southeast coast of the United States, Charleston served as a hotbed 
for trade during the late 1800’s. However, when eleven southern 
states declared their succession from the rest of the United States in 
the early 1860, people became angry and armies began to form. The 
eleven states formed what was known as the Confederate States of 
America or “The Confederacy”. These eleven states fought against the 
rest of the United states, “The Union”,  in which soon became known 
as the American Civil War or War between the states. A major cause 
for their succession and the start of the war was over slavery. Many 
Confederstaes believed that slavery was an important part of southern 
society; however, many Union men were fighting to abolish the idea 
of slavery. Fort Sumter key to the beginning of the civil war. Located 
directly in the center of the Charleston harbor, the fort protected the 
city from neighboring islands located on all sides.  The war began on 
April 12, 1861 when the first shots were fired from Fort Sumter.
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When South Carolina succeeded from the Union, Fort Sumter was 
still occupied by the north. After three days of bombing, the Union 
general surrendered and gave Fort Sumter back to the south. The 
fort changed hands many times during the war due to its strategic 
location in Charleston’s harbor. With attempts to restore the fort 
after the war, its damaged walls and tiers were torn down and re-
leveled. The fort was later given to a museum in Charleston.  
Many believe that images of downtown Charleston during the Civil 
War were from excessive amounts of bombing. While the city 
did face destruction, many of these images are not actually from 
the fighting aspect of the war. Rather, on December 11, 1861, an 
enormous fire broke out in downtown Charleston. This fire covered 
over 500 acres causing massive destruction and millions of dollars 
worth of damage. To this day the origin could not be identified. 
Fort Sumter played animportant role in the 
American Civil War. Placed in 
the harbor of Charleston, its 
strategic location soon became 
the main focal point in a series 
of costal fortifications. The 
five sided brick structure was 
designed to house 650 men 
and 135 cannons. However, 
the fort was never filled to 
capacity. The cannons which 
can be found there included 
42 pounders, 32 pounders 
and 24 pounders. Each gun 
was strategically placed facing 
out towards its combatants. 
Cannons could be found around 
each tier of the fort; however, 
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When South Carolina succeeded fom the Union Fort Sumter was still 
occupied by the north. After three days of bombing, the Union general 
surrendered and gave Fort Sumter back to the south. The fort changed 
hands many times during the duration of the war due to its strategic 
location in Charlestons harbor. After the Civil War Fort Sumter was in 
ruins. With attempts to restore the fort, its damaged walls and tiers were 
torn down or re-leveled. The fort was later given to a museum in 
Charleston.
Many believe that the images of the ruins of downtown Charleston 
during the Civil war were from excessive amounts of bombing. While the 
city did face destruction from ghting, many of these ruin images are 
actually not from the ghting aspect of the war. Rather, on December 11, 
1861, an enormous re broke out in downtown Charleston. This re 
covered over 500 acres causing massive destrustion and millions of 
dolloars worth of damage. The origin could not be identied for sure, 
however, this event will later be called the Great Charleston Fire of 1861. 
The islands surrounding the Charleston harbor played an important part 
in the American Civil War. They were able to serve as strategic locations 
for battle and fort placement, especially the islands that had peninsulas 
protruding out into the harbor surrounding Fort Sumter. Various forts 
scretched from Mount Pleasant to Sullivans Island and James Island to 
the east coast of Morris Island. The location of Charleston and South 
Carolina made it easier for enmies to attack from the ocean and onto the 
coasts. 
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hen South Carolina succeeded fom the Union Fort Sumter was still 
occupied by the north. After three days of bombing, the Union general 
surrendered and gave Fort Sumter back to the south. The fort changed 
hands any ti es during the duration of the war due to its strategic 
location in Charlestons harbor. After the Civil War Fort Sumter was in 
ruins. With attempts to restore the fort, its damaged walls and tiers were 
torn down or re-leveled. The fort was later given to a museum in 
Charleston.
Many believe that the images of the ruins of downto n Charleston 
during the Civil war ere from excessive amounts of bombing. While the 
city did face destruction from ghting, many of these ruin images are 
actually not from the ghting aspect of the war. Rather, on December 11, 
1861, an enormous re broke out in downtown Charleston. This re 
covered over 500 acres causing massive destrustion and millions of 
dolloars worth of damage. The origin could not be identied for sure, 
however, this event will later be called the Great Charleston Fire of 1861. 
The islands surrounding the Charleston harbor played an important part 
in the American Civil War. They were able to serve as strategic locations 
for battle and fort placement, especially the islands that had peninsulas 
protruding out into the harbor surrounding Fort Sumter. Various forts 
scretched from Mount Pleasant to Sullivans Island and James Island to 
the east coast of Morris Island. The location of Charleston and South 
Carolina made it easier for enmies to attack from the ocean and onto the 
coasts. 
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Charleston, South Carolina
 How it was impacted by the Civil War  1861-1865
According to the 1860 census, Charleston was 
ranked the 22nd largest city in the United States. Sitting 
on the southeast coat of the United States and with 
many active ports, Charleston served as a hotbed for 
trade during the late 1800’s. However, when eleven 
southern states declared their succession from the rest 
of the United States in the early 1860, people became 
angry and armies began to form. The eleven states 
formed what was known as the Confederate States of 
America or “The Confederacy”. These eleven states 
fought against the rest of the United states, “The Union”,  
in which soon became knon as the American Civil War or 
War between the states. A major cause for their 
succession and the start of the war was over slavery. 
Many Confederstaes believed that slavery was an 
important part of southern society; however, many 
Union men were ghting to abolish the idea of slavery 
among the states. Fort Sumter was a key to the 
beginning of the civil war. Located directly in the center 
of the Charleston harbor, it was able to protect the city 
and ght with neighboring islands from all sides.  The 
war began on April 12, 1861 when the rst shots were 
red from Fort Sumter. 
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The Canons at F t Sumter
Charleston
The islands surrounding the Charleston harbor served as strategic 
locations for battle and fort placement, especially those that had 
peninsulas protruding out into the harbor surrounding Fort Sumter. 
Various forts stretched from Mount Pleasant to Sullivans Island 
and James Island to the east coast of Morris Island. The location of 
Charleston and South Carolina made it easier for enmies to attack 
from the ocean and onto the coasts.
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Charleston, South Carolina During the Civil war
Sources www.nps.gov/fosu www.civilwar.org/battlefields/fort-
sumter.html?tab=facts
www.history.com/topics/
american-civil-war/fort-sumter
As the main source of artillery from the American Civil War, the 
cannons played an important role during the bombings towards and 
away from Fort Sumter. Each cannon was classified with regards 
to the size of the shot it was designed to fire.  The 42-pdr Seacoast 
Gun Model 1845, which can still be found at Fort Sumter, weighs 
approximately 8,500 pounds and can fire a shot ranging over 700 
yards. 
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